Analysing Music Videos
Narrative

· Does the video contain a narrative or part of a narrative?  If yes, describe what it is and how it links with the music or lyrics of the song.

· Does the video borrow conventions from other media? (intertextuality)  If so – how does this fit in with the song?

How is the camera used in the video?

· Is the camera used in any unusual ways?

· How many different types of camera angle and camera movement are used?

· What do you think has influenced the different choices of camera shot?  Consider the mood, impact, representation, narrative the director is trying to convey?

· How is the camera used to present the artist?  You may notice a lot of close ups – what effect does this have?

Editing

· How does the editing fit in with the beat of the song?

· How does the editing fit in with the pace of the song?

· Are any specific transitions used?  What effect do they create?

· Are there any examples of montage editing?  What effect does this have?

· How is the video sequenced?  How does this fit with the mood/narrative of the song?

· How much of the video features lip synch?

· What effects have been added in post production?  Colour filters, transitions?

Star Image/performance

· Is the artist performing in the video?  Do they play a part in the narrative as well as singing the song?  What effect does this have?

· How is the star represented in the video?  What impression do you get of the persona?  How does this fit in with the persona/image they usually portray?  Consider the use of mise en scene.

Does the video illustrate, contradict or amplify the music?

